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The Mutually Beneficial Relationship between Tsukuba Science City and
Tsukuba International School

1 [RFUSIC

Tsukuba International School (TIS) @i % 9 2% i
W HICHORA 2 Wiz L 3. 19724F I EB B K
RS L ERKEC, FEBMEIKE L LTHEXD
IVH VN FVENZCTHARHE % 3ELICHEHYS L
F L7zo T RIS I3 ORLF B R 4
RESFEFROBBIEDL Y. ZDOtk, 20084 3 7125
BT 5 F T RFER L UCOEBAER V- LT L,

BRI R 5 72013, 2 IS HEBERS BT L
ENTVE I EERVIZHERDD Y £ 97,1960,
HARBUMF IS M, R LT 72 EN. o e %
BEL, Hileef@mamilizal&ds 2 e 2E L E
L7z THOMIIERIL S OMET, ZNENDOWIE A
WHTERETLIEDPH L2720 T, BFIEH LY
Wit 2B L TV 72D T3 19634F12 4 BT O i A 5
D IANEIENF L7z

£ 125505 & 912, 19634FE 0> Lo A &4t

First of all,

I would like to give a brief self-introduction and then explain
about my school. After graduating from International Christian
University in 1972, I went to El Salvador as a volunteer with the
Japanese government's overseas volunteer program to teach
Japanese. Upon returning, I was asked to become a part of the
founding committee for a school called Meikei Gakuen, which is a
private school in Tsukuba that offers a combined junior high and
high school program. I remained with Meikei for 29 years as an
English teacher until I took early retirement in April 2008.

The reason that I choose to take early retirement is directly
connected to Tsukuba International School and its role in Tsukuba
Science City. In the early 1960s, the Japanese government decided
to make a Science City that would provide a new home for many
of the national research institutes that were, at the time, located in
Tokyo. Tsukuba was chosen from among four possible locations to

be the new site of this Science City. The government approved the

&K1 DLKIEHDOAOEHNEANEREDHTR
Figure 1: Increasing Foreign Population in Tsukuba

* 1963 1980 2009
Year
. B BB SRR R O BB A30EL0 ER 02008 EOHRAHERET 5
R BlER % RE = . .
. ; . MR A e More than 200 research institutes
History National government decides to . . .
. . 43 research institutes established established
create Tsukuba Science City
;;‘;' 51,310 87,993 212,445
SHEA
Foreign Residents 137 539 1,537

¥R EATSUKUBA GLOBAL ACADEMY : BER
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3] TISOEEZS|IEZIFI-EE
Tsukuba International Schoolid19924F 12 353 T/NFRE

plan in 1963 and from then, research
institutes started to move to the city.
As you can see from Figure 1, the
population of Tsukuba was very low
when the new city was envisioned in
1963. From then, the research institutes
started to move to Tsukuba, and by
1980, five years before the World
Exposition was held in Tsukuba in
1985, you can see that the population
was already starting to increase. Jump
to today and you can see that the total
population has increased by a factor
of four, while the foreign population
has increased by a factor of 55 over the

same period.

2 The Need for an International School

With the increase in foreign population came an increase in the
need for services to support them. One service that is absolutely
essential to a community like Tsukuba is an international school.
The foreign students and scientists who come to Tsukuba to study
at the university or work in the research institutes often bring their
children with them, and those children need schooling. While some
parents choose to send their children to Japanese schools, this is not
always an ideal option for parents or children who cannot speak
Japanese. However, over the years, while the local government
recognized the need for an international school, they were unable
to bring such a school into existence, so some local foreign residents

decided to create an international school for themselves in 1992.

3 Taking Over the Management of TIS

The school that was established in 1992 was an international
elementary school called Tsukuba International School. However,
while it always employed professional teachers, it lacked a school
building, a playground, full-time support staff, and official
authorization, so it was difficult for the foreign residents to run the
school indefinitely under these conditions.

In 2007, I was invited to sit on the International School Committee

of the Tsukuba Science Network as an observer where I met Timothy

8
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Boyle, the man who had been running the school as a volunteer
for fifteen years. Tim had recently found out that he was to be
transferred to Hyogo Prefecture, so he asked me to take over the
running of the school. Iinstantly recognized that this school needed
the backing of someone like me, who had extensive experience in
education. This is why I decided to take early retirement to take
on the project of providing Tsukuba International School with a
building, a playground, and official authorization from Ibaraki

Prefecture as an educational corporation.

4 Why Seek Authorization?

It is possible to run an international school without official
authorization from the government in Japan. In fact, international
schools often decide not to seek official authorization from the
Japanese government, but rather choose to be accredited by
educational organizations in other countries. Either way, parents
of children who attend international schools want the school to
receive authorization from some external entity so they can feel
safe sending their children there to learn. When I took over the
school in 2008, I decided that it would be better for the future of the
school for it to be closely aligned with the government of Ibaraki,
so I applied for educational corporation status. After constructing a
1085m? 2-storey, 10-classroom made of Finnish wood in March 2009,
the Prefecture officially recognized Tsukuba Global Academy as
the educational corporation that would run Tsukuba International

School.

5 Why Choose the International Baccalaureate?

However, as an international school, the question of what
curriculum to use still remained. Until I became principal, the
school was using its own original curriculum, taking parts from
curricula that were in use in Canada, Great Britain, and the United
States. However, if we want researchers and scientists with children
to choose to come to Tsukuba to do their research rather than
staying in their own countries, we need to have a curriculum that is
internationally recognized.

When we founded Meikei High School in 1979, we were very
concerned with trying to give Japanese students an international
education. We looked into many different ways to achieve that goal,

but a few years later, we finally became aware of the International
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Baccalaureate through a teacher who had worked at the United
World College in Wales and who recommended that we start to send
some of our students to Atlantic College to complete the Diploma
Programme of the International Baccalaureate. Over the following
thirty years, we sent more than 50 students to United World
Colleges all over the world. Rather than studying a huge number
of subjects, students in the Diploma Programme study six subjects
deeply over two years, in addition to learning how to study and
write essays. The students are encouraged to become well-rounded
individuals by performing well in their academic subjects but also
doing volunteer work and club activities outside of school time. We
found that these aspects of the Diploma Programme motivated the
students to do their best and helped them to grow as individuals.
The students who graduated from the Diploma Programme were
very proud of their efforts and praised the education they received
at the United World Colleges.

Because of my experience with the International Baccalaureate
through Meikei, I dicided that Tsukuba International School
should work towards adopting the IB curriculum. The Diploma
Programme of the International Baccalaureate was created in
1968, the Middle Years Programme in 1994 and the Primary Years
Programme in 1996. At TIS, we are developing a curriculum
that will follow the standards and practices of the Primary Years
Programme. We became a candidate school in June of this year
and we are hoping to have our pre-authorization visit in June of
next year with a view to becoming an authorized school in the next
couple of years. (Only schools authorized by the IB organization
can offer any of its three academic programmes. Candidate status

gives no guarantee that authorization will be granted.)

6 What is the PYP?

A key characteristic of the PYP curriculum is that students are
not expected to fill their heads with a huge number of disconnected
bits of knowledge, but instead they work on six transdisciplinary
units over the course of a year. The units are designed to encourage
the children’s natural curiosity and give them the skills and tools to
help them answer the questions they have about the world around
them.

The IB does not prescribe exactly how to implement the PYP,

but rather it provides a framework for learning and assessment
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and encourages schools to make good use of the resources in their
communities to bring the outside world into the classroom. I would
like to outline seven ways that we are working towards making the

PYP happen at TIS.

7 Characteristics of the TIS curriculum
1) Observing, Cultivating, and Caring for Plants and Animals
With the cooperation of local farmers and several research
institutes, we are able to give students hands-on experience with
the circle of life. (Photo: 7-1)
2) Music, Drama, Fine Arts
These subjects help to engage the children’s sensitivities and
make them well-rounded individuals. (Photo: 7-2)
3) Experiential Science
We make full use of the advantages of our location in Tsukuba
Science City by letting our students come into contact with
cutting-edge science as it happens. This helps to bring forth the
students” own sense of scientific curiosity. (Photo: 7-3)
4) Living in Society
By giving our students a chance to experience different kinds
of jobs, we help them develop a sense of the structure of human
society while giving them a chance to learn about the local culture.
(Photo: 7-4)
5) The Spirit of Volunteering
Volunteering gives our students a chance to show initiative and

work on behalf of others. (Photo: 7-5)
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6) Other Languages and Cultures, Learning to Express Oneself
Our classes are held in English, but we also make an effort
to respect the native languages of our students in addition to
teaching them the fundamentals of the Japanese language. We
can give our students the opportunity to interact in a multilingual
and multicultural setting through the cooperation of international
students at the local research and educational organizations.
We aim to produce students who are sensitive to other cultures
and who are able to express themselves effectively through
their understanding of their own cultural background and their
knowledge of multiple languages. (Photo: 7-6)
7) Healthy Body and Mind
Healthy bodies and minds are fundamental to the learning process.

Daily exercise is important, but so is self-reflection. (Photo: 7-7)

12 JISTEC REPORT  vol. 74



TOPICS

(8] HHEICIKEFIT HFEEBHETIS
A7 B REFRFZRABTOA ¥ 7 T % R KBICHEH
LChRICHERZ X ) ZHEEEZEH LTS, HMAE
B 7Z2BICTH, SED 4 A OFEFEARTRAER I, B
Wi BRI ~NT - T 7 F OO 2 EBICEES 5
THWTEE Lz, 5L 9AICIIHICORRDR I
X WA ERA Y Z2RBR L. [HAE O &R W O 2
Ji- A D, HIIEREEORE S, BRIEMOBKOK
PSR bEFRIENTET Lz, LIADLLI2AEHT
TIEENZFNOFFETEYH LI HItoF L L L THE
WIS CCRD & 9 Zltidex ahilf L. MR S B
ZFAHIENTEE L
U] ABDOS2OREEEZSIER T, REEMTAZD
HEEEE 54—
V2] ADHBEOEEFF & U THEFE
3] ZEICOVWTERZALZEDELTHEFHEE >
9__
5] BEICODVWTREALZTED EL TEERRM
6] REOBEICOVWTEALEEDHELTOLITE
LB EE LS 72— (TISOREDHT » 5 FiE
SNEBXEREEPEEIATLS)
PYPOHEBELELZDDICTAHIZiE, Bl X )i
S FE S FAR T O MR RK 0 v b DT, TIS
AR I BT LD > T EHES->THB/ET
EHn FEA

8 The Connection between Tsukuba Science City
and TIS

As you can see from what has been mentioned above, we are
making full use of the facilities in Tsukuba Science City to achieve
our educational purposes. For example, during Science Week we
visited the Animal Health Research Institute where our students
were able to hear the heartbeat of rabbits with a stethoscope. In
May and September, students experienced planting and harvesting
rice with the support of local farmers. The students gained first-
hand experience of how it feels to stand in a rice field, how to
plant seedlings, and how to cut the stalks and they came away
with an understanding of the difficulty of agricultural labour and
the important role that farming plays in maintaining a sustainable
society. In November and December, students visited several local
research institutes with their individual classes to hear lectures
directly from the researchers on the subjects that they had been
covering in their studies.
Grade 1 students visited the Visual Impairment Center at Tsukuba University
of Technology as a part of their unit on the five senses.
Grade 2 students visited the Fire Department as a part of their studies on the
people in their neighbourhood.
Grade 3 students visited the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency as part of
their unit on space.
Grade 4 and 5 students visited the Building Research Institute as a part of
their unit on architecture.
Grade 6 students visited the Jomon Museum in Tsukuba as a part of their
unit on migration. They were able to see the relics that had been dug up on TIS
school property before the current building was constructed.

The various research institutes in Tsukuba play a central role
in our ability to implement an inquiry-based curriculum in our
classrooms. It is not an exaggeration to say that the school and the

city are interdependent.

9 Contributing to the Improvement of Humanity
Tsukuba International School is located in the middle of a forest
about seven kilometers from the center of Tsukuba City. Our school
building is made not of concrete but of natural Finnish red pine logs.
Around the forest are fields of rice and vegetables. Our students
can experience the joy and importance of their natural environment

through their school life. In the future when they are living in all
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corners of the world, they will surely remember their time at TIS
and become good stewards of their natural surroundings. In that
way we hope to contribute to solving one of the major global issues

we are facing in the 21st century.

10 Where to Go From Here

Tsukuba International School will offer classes up to Grade 10
when we have finished our current expansion. The question of
where students can go for grades 11 and 12 is a problem that remains.
There are currently around 2000 schools in the world that offer the IB
Diploma Programme (equivalent to grades 11 and 12). Thirteen of
those schools are in Japan. The IB Organization has plans to increase
the number of IB schools around the world to 7000 by 2020. One
option for our students is to attend one of these schools in Japan
or around the world. If students have family in another country,
for example, it would be an excellent opportunity for them to go
to that country and complete the Diploma Programme there while
reconfirming their connection with their country of heritage. Another
option, and one that would leave no doubt in anyone’s mind about
Tsukuba being an international city of science, would be for the city
to become the first home of a United World College in Japan. Iwould
like to work with the University of Tsukuba and other organizations
to create Tsukuba United World College, and I hope I can count on

your intellectual and financial support to make this dream a reality.

FROFLVER. MOEhERRBRDESITY,

For more information about Tsukuba International School, please contact us.

Tel&Fax: 029-886-5447
http://www.tis.ac.jp
email@tis.ac.jp
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Graduate of International Christian University, Tokyo (B.A., 1972) and University of Tsukuba (M.Ed., 1994). Served as a Japanese language instructor through the
Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) in El Salvador (1972-1975). In addition to being one of the founding members of the committee that created Meikei
High School in Tsukuba, Ibaraki, he served as an English teacher at the school for 29 years until he took early retirement to assume the principalship of Tsukuba
International School in 2008. He has also lectured on education at Shinshu University (1998-2004). He is the leader of Kamiyamori Cultural Foundation which hosts
cultural events such as concerts and performances six times a year in his log house. His hobbies include rugby, sumo, reading, music, drama, woodcraft, and forestry
conservation.
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