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ENL S ICLTHF ZHFROEZEDHADBNMICT D ENTEDIN?

How can we make Japan attractive as research destination for the world's scientists?
MR RIS* B2 - BiTREHZA ARNFRILR. R VIIREEFREFARE TRE

IRIS *Science Management Inc., President; German Research Foundation (DFG) Japan Office, Former Director

Dr. Iris WIECZOREK

CODE. JISTECESEICHMEVEULE
Ufe. HEERBEENS TIREZ WV
FEWEBR, JISTEC D 30 LU EIChTE
BEEDIBH T, ZIEDESEIIHY]
HTREBEVLE U, JIkEEEZEA
THIIEZIFLF LD, EVIFEER.
&L DI HEA. BOLERD
JISTEC BSEEEA LI VHIICRD T E
ZE<FEOTHUET,

WeBER I TICA>TLBDKSIC,
0-Nb - YA TV ATCERRKE
ERETEEZETOTHNIE. BX
[CEREENNRETYT, KANGELLT
IFHRUTTDTREVNEWVNS T EICELD
AEETZTCL&LS, ZJO0-NIL -
AIVADEEDIL—IVITH-T. E

ANDENTZHARE. eIS)ILF—&
ZRMEDF ULWLN B, EHNRER
1BHI RN AT LDfesbD [A—TF>
AR—R| ZRIWHTT=ITF. FEH
M OBENIBZE{ENKRDENEF T, 7
O—Nb - BAIVANDIAZ2Z574D
—B&UT. BREEDLSHFE%E
ReUTOVEELDOTLESH, FLlFX
BRZEDVK DN DEERICHFE
LTHBY . BENBEETIRERD [244&]
Y [ISUR-FHAY] [CHEKEKH
HUFT, BRELMOEDOIHEEDFAR,
BERICWBEEAREE EHEAHTR
EBOHBOAHELDDHDEFATL &
S5h. ZULT. WAICES>TDED [N
XTa4v k] ERFATLLID,
ZCTlF &) & IRRT s w k]
EVSEERFEVF U, ZEFED
ZETHNE. —EROESHIWAIC
BENFISEDESTEVNSTEER
YIDZEHICRZVEFET., TNEFHARDEF
IEBVNTRERBEEISRKRIET. BEZEOD
EBRODEDICFERNRT AT 4T &
HED BB "ROIEETT, BF
BlBRRREZNEH>TOLERTH,
FA—TTleBIFEA. BDDRA
[CFIEEENRBRARING, =
<BENCEOWMRBLFHHOLEFE A,

(* IRIS = International Relations in Science)

ZUT. Bl &lFAERY D=,
BEEUIART NMCENZETTT,
& M B & 7 7z Nature Index
Japan 2019 [C &% & HEICER
WHBANDZENE SN ([There is
change for the better]). EEHEER
XHIBIMEANHRESINTVET,
—73C. BEOBLWHZHMRICHT S
BARODEHMEME TRV TS, B
AOXZOMIIMENZDERAD 1 D&
ULTHEREINTUVET, 2017 FOEF
NDBZEDHISH 18 75 8 FAITHEM
LEULRD., BBREHEHICHITD
NEADEEIF5 %IUTTCLUR, HE
TOEEIGIF30%E< EBE>TVET,
BEXICIEDH > EZ<LDELNRET
9, Nature Index Japan 2019 it
RNRENTVBKST. ZNHEHTN
feEE HROZLOREENEERZ
AROMEUVTEATNDITETLE
3. FhlF JISTEC EED 1 AL LT,
JISTEC "BARDFRD = CKERR
BN TEBEEE>TVET, Z
DIEHIT, JISTEC X/N—, BAEICW
PBFE MRELOMEET 1 A A Y
YavELTLEFNRFELVWTY, Z
LT, ZOXRSBIFTFEEAREICLTV
LTEEBHRULET,

When Aizawa-sensei offered me to become a
member of the board of directors (riji-kai) of JISTEC,
he underlined that this would be the first time in the
over 30 years history of JISTEC that a woman will join. |
accepted with pleasure, and with the strong wish that in
the near future not only more women will be elected, but
more foreigners as well, and that it will become common
sense to ask young(er) people to join the riji-kai.

We all know that change in Japan is needed, if
Japan wants to play a prominent role in global science
in the future. And probably, most of us agree that
changes on the surface will not do. Instead, fundamental
structural changes are needed to offer “open spaces”
for national and international talent, for new hierarchies
and diversity, for new work practices and reward
systems, in accordance with international standards and
rules in global science. While serving also on several
committees of MEXT, | am always curious to hear about
the “big picture”, the “grand design” Japan would like

to draw as a member of the global scientific community.
What would benefit Japan and other countries, what
would benefit Japanese researchers and foreign
researchers in Japan? What would add real value for
both sides?

| am using terms such as “value” and “benefit”.
Students of economic science learn in their first
semesters that trade between two countries can provide
economic benefits to both. All the more this is true in
the case of research. Scientists have long known that
scientific cooperation or, if you want, the “trading” of
novel ideas and of experimental knowledge, is most
crucial to the progress of the scientific enterprise.
But, scientists are not naive about cooperation and
cooperate only if there is a benefit to their own work
and if collaboration with a group in a distant country
promises a productive outcome. Cooperation is all about
people and networks, about trust and respect.

The recently published Nature Index Japan 2019

states that “there is change for the better” when it
comes to Japan's internationally co-authored papers.
Nevertheless, the fall in Japan's contribution to high-
quality scientific output has continued, the strikingly
insular Japanese universities are cited as one reason.
The number of foreign students increased to about
188,000 in 2017, but fewer than 5% of full-time
university faculty were from abroad in 2015; in the UK
the rate was close to 30%.

So, more change for the better is needed! As the
Nature Index 2019 says: “When, or if, Japan becomes
a research destination for the world's scientists, we'll
know the necessary change has taken place.” As a
member of the riji-kai, | hope that JISTEC can contribute
to this change! Thus, | would be most happy to also
engage in dialogue and discussions with JISTEC
members, foreign students and researchers in Japan. |
promise that we will value it!
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